Occupational lung diseases remain common clinical problems and are generally not well covered in undergraduate medical education. Consequently, good quality reference texts for use by practicing clinicians are essential, particularly when many of these conditions are difficult to diagnose. While many publications to date have dealt with various aspects of such diseases, the advances in medical imaging make the publication of this book timely.
The text is essentially split into two distinct parts. Introductory chapters in the first section set the scene for chapters dealing with detailed imaging. These are thorough, and generally well written with certain notable exceptions.
In the opening section, the reader is reminded of basic imaging principles and classification, such as the ILO system for grading the chest radiograph. Both respiratory physiology and pathology relevant to occupational lung disorders are discussed, and how physiology and pathology affect the appropriate resulting lung image. For example, there is excellent coverage of the origin of the dust macule, and how this structure affects the resulting radiology.
Subsequent clinical chapters in part one deal sequentially with individual diseases, and illustrate the difficulties associated with classification of certain work-related respiratory diseases. Some of these chapters are good refreshers for the clinician, but do run the risk of over complicating definitions and thus can detract from the main imaging theme.
The second set of chapters deal more directly with detailed accounts of the imaging appearances of a wide and exhaustive range of occupational lung disorders, with emphasis not only on newer modalities, including positron emission tomography (that could easily have been further expanded) and reconstructed threedimensional images acquired from CT, but also extensive illustration with the standard chest radiograph. What makes the book exceptionally interesting is the clever use of multimodality figures and illustrations. For example, in the chapter dealing with silicosis, there is a very well presented multipanel figure showing plain radiology, CT appearance and pathological appearance of a specific case. The choice to present images in this way enables readers to become more familiar with traditional modalities of imaging to appreciate the benefits and pitfalls of newer techniques.
This book is generally very well written and presented, and is a must have for all respiratory physicians with a specialist interest in occupation, and a must have for their radiology colleagues. It has sufficient background detail to be useful for all healthcare professionals with a general interest in the subject, and for these it will serve as an excellent reference source.
David Fishwick

Respiratory Emergencies
Alan Fein, Stephan Kamholz and David Ost Published by Hodder Arnold, £125.00. ISBN: 9780340811955 (Hardback) . This is a wide-ranging book, covering topics from upper airways infections to ventilation, pneumothorax to SARS and diving related injuries to high altitude sickness. As well as focusing on common respiratory emergencies it also addresses worldwide respiratory illnesses and even includes a chapter on respiratory illnesses related to the intentional release of chemical and biological agents of terror.
The book is clearly laid out and well illustrated. The text is supported by photos, diagrams and bullet points which makes it easy to read. In addition, it is easy to dip in and out of, if you are looking for information on a particular condition. The individual chapters are well referenced and each ends with a summary box, which helpfully highlights the key learning points.
The book aims to provide a 'bench to bedside' approach. Most chapters describe the pathophysiology of the condition before moving to clinical presentation, diagnosis and treatment. The pathophysiology sections are not sufficiently detailed to be a comprehensive text BOOK REVIEWS
